
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

January 11, 2021 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this eleventh day of 

January, 2021.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ 

Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 

250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and 

Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission business: 

Commissioner Brown moved to appoint Commissioner Ogden as Chairman for 2021, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commissioner Brown then updated the Commission on meeting with the Committee that is working 

toward trying to bring more college sports to the SVC at Snow College.  He then gave an update on the 

status of the CoVid vaccine and working with the Health Department to get as many in this area 

vaccinated as they can, noting they are working with the first responders and hospital personnel at this 

time. 

 

Commissioner Johnson reported on the meeting he had with Salina City and the Eyes to the Sky 

Committee, indicating they are working on the balloon festival this summer. 

 

Commissioner Ogden reported on the Six County AOG meetings they had in gearing up for the Utah 

State Legislative Sessions beginning soon.  He also reported that Richfield City had received funding 

from CIB for their sewer project, partial grant and partial loan. 

 

Minutes for December 14, 2020 Commission Meeting approved: 

The Commission then reviewed minutes from the December 14, 2020 Commission Meeting.  After 

discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the minutes of the December 14th Commission 

meeting as corrected, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for December accepted: 

After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the December Payment Approval Report, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Resolution 2021-1-1 adopted: 

The Commission then reviewed a Resolution adopting the 2020 Six County Region Pre-Disaster Hazard 

Mitigation Plan which would allow the County to apply for funding from a federal grant program through 

FEMA.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to adopt Resolution 2021-1-1 to participate in the 

Six County Region Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commission assignments, and District and Board Assignments updated: 

The Commission then reviewed Commission Assignments for 2021, making some minor adjustments to 

the duties listed.  

 

Commissioner Ogden then reviewed the list of Districts and Boards.  Discussion followed concerning the 

changes recommended including:  Re-appointing John Byars and Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden to Special 

Service District #1; Re-appointing Ralph Brown to Special Service District #2; making an adjustment to 

the size of the Board of Adjustments from 5 members to 3 members in keeping with the updated General 

Plan adopted last year by  releasing Gerald Hawley and Steven Wall, and re-appointing Steve Kunzler to 

the Board of Adjustments; Re-appointing Troy Mills to the Planning Commission, and appointing Vicky 
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Bastian to replace Caryl Christensen, and appointing Rob Jensen to replace John Worley and finish that 

term; Re-appointing Dustin Christensen, Keith Hampton, and Daryl Noyes to the Weed Control Board; 

Re-appoint Dan Gary and Chad Outzen to the Austin Special Service District; Re-appoint Dave Coe, Lisa 

Cleaveland, and Dick Cumiskey to the Economic Development Advisory Board, and to fill the position of 

Jenna Draper from the Chamber of Commerce on that Board when the Chamber of Commerce fills that 

position; and to Re-Appoint Dr. Jennifer Parker to the Central Utah Health Board.  After review and 

discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to re-appoint the members on the Board as indicated, as well 

as the new members as listed, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing considering amendment to Sevier River RV Park PUD permit: 

Commissioner Brown then moved to recess regular Commission Meeting to convene a Public Hearing as 

had been advertised, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

At 1:47 p.m., the Commission opened a public hearing to consider amendments to the Planned Unit 

Development for the Sevier River RV Park to allow for 270 days of continuous camping in 30 spots.  The 

Commission noted that the Planning Commission had recommended approval of this request.   

 

Nate Sweeney of the Central Utah Public Health Department expressed concern that the change in 

accommodations would change the parameters of the water system by changing from 90 days to 270 

days.  He indicated that for the shorter stays approximately 125 gallons of water per day would be 

necessary, whereas the change to 270 days would require approximately 400 gallons of water per day, 

which is  greater than the system is designed to deliver.  He recommended no change. 

 

Joshua Egan, an attorney representing the Jones Family Dairy, then reviewed a letter he had sent to the 

Commission earlier voicing their opposition to any changes.  He noted that the concerns expressed to the 

Planning Commission in October included that this is to be a seasonal operation, capped at the 90 dayas, 

and if open for more than 270 days it is a primary residential area.  He said that the school bus is picking 

up and dropping off children there now and wonders who is currently checking for compliance and 

enforcement of the regulations.  Furthermore, they are concerned about the impact on services for police, 

fire, school, etc. and there are no revenues to help pay for those services from the renting of space. 

 

Holden Jones, who lives next to the park, expressed concern that the restrictions would no longer be 

sufficient as the use keeps expanding the things that are happening there.  He noted increased traffic, 

noise, etc.   

 

Jared Peterson, an attorney representing Danny Levie expressed his feelings that the currently permitted 

septic systems are designed for RV or trailer use, and they are only asking for 30 to 35 spaces to have 

extended stays.  He asked that the use be approved, noting that the market forces are currently greater and 

the longer stays would benefit those working on the schools, etc.  He said he did not feel the Commission 

could deny the request, as they have provided sufficient information, that the park is open year-round at 

this time, and the request would not change the current use of the park. 

 

Sevier County Recorder Jason Monroe then said he has not received any maps, including when the first 

PUD was approved, and asked that maps be provided prior to any additional approval being given so that 

he can get the area addressed for 911 purposes. 

 

The Commission asked if there were any other comments.  Hearing none, Commissioner Brown moved to 

take the matter under advisement and put the matter on the Commission Agenda at their next meeting, 

second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
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At 2:03, the Public Hearing was closed and the regular meeting resumed. 

 

Annual Renewal of Beer Licenses approved: 

The Commission then reviewed Beer Licenses and annual Local Consent Forms for four renewals, 

including:  Fishlake Lodge, Lakeside Resort, Top Stop Convenience Store, and Big Rock Candy 

Mountain LLC.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Local Consent and the 

beer licenses for the four renewal applicants, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Agreement with Rural Public Lands County Council approved: 

The Commission then considered an agreement with Rural Public Lands County Council to use Robert 

Weidner as a lobbyist for the Western Counties and States in Washington DC as we have done in 

previous years.  After discussion, noting that he has helped with several land use issues including PILT, 

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the agreement with Robert Weidner and Rural Public Lands 

County Council for 2021 at a fee of $16,000, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Indigent Burial requests reviewed: 

The Commission then reviewed two indigent burial requests.  A request from Magleby Mortuary for 

Mark Leonard Williams.  County Attorney Jewkes indicated that after an investigation it was determined 

that Mr. Williams was indigent, and he recommended approval.  The Mortuary is requesting a fee of 

$795.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the indigent fees to the mortuary for 

Mr. Williams as requested, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

The Commission then reviewed a request from Springer Turner Funeral Home for burial costs for Patricia 

Wheatley.  The County Attorney indicated that the investigation done shows that there appears to be 

money available in accounts she had, as well as vehicles, etc. and she does not appear to be indigent.  

After review, Commissioner Brown moved to take no action, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Professional Services Agreement with Ensign Engineering approved: 

County Recorder Jason Monroe then reviewed with the Commissioners a Professional Services 

Agreement with Ensign Engineering to do the section corners if the County gets money from the State on 

a grant for the section corners.  He indicated he had put a bid out to several engineering firms, and it was 

the only one he had received back.  He said it was in line with previous years expenditures and 

recommended its approval at a fee of approximately $9,035.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson 

moved to approve the agreement with Ensign Engineering for section corners, second Commissioner 

Brown, unanimous. 

 

New Hire approved for Sheriff Deputy Recruit: 

Human Resource Director Craig Blake reported a new hire at the Sheriff’s office to fill the vacant 

position there.  He said Nicholaus Whittaker started on January 4, 2021, as a Sheriff Deputy Recruit, 

Grade 15, at $18.01 per hour.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the new hire, 

second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Schindler Custom Agreement approved: 

Maintenance Supervisor Randy Lister then reviewed with the Commissioners a new agreement with 

Schindler Custom for preventative maintenance service and inspections on the Administration Building 

Elevator.  He indicated that previous contracts we have had with Schindler had separated the service and 

maintenance and inspection of the elevator into different contracts, and this would combine them into 
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one.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Schindler Custom Agreement, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Travel Council Recommendations approved: 

Events Director Chad McWilliams then reviewed with the Commissioners the recommendations of the 

Travel Council for expenditures from the Transient Room Tax Fund.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Brown moved to approve the expenditures as recommended and give appreciation to Mr. McWilliams 

and the Travel Council in keeping things moving and open during the CoVid Pandemic, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Shady Dell Minor Subdivision approved: 

Troy Savage then reviewed with the Commissioners the Shady Dell Minor Subdivision.  The subdivision 

has been through the Planning Commission, and they have submitted the information requested.  Zoning 

Administrator Jason Mackelprang indicated they had submitted all of the information requested of them 

and recommended its approval.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the Shady 

Dell Minor Subdivision as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Items declared surplus, authorized for disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus items, noting some of the items have already been 

disposed of, are broken or are no longer in use, with some of the larger items being sold to other 

municipalities.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to declare the items surplus and 

authorize their disposal as indicated, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Fire Warden 2021 Budget and Participation Agreement approved: 

Brion Terry, Fire Warden, reviewed with the Commissioners the Fire Warden Budget for 2021, discussed 

the fires that had taken place and other activities of 2020, and submitted the 2021 Participation 

Agreement.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Fire Warden 2021 Budget 

and the Participation Agreement with Forestry Fire and State Lands as requested, second Commissioner 

Brown, unanimous. 

 

Board of Equalization approved: 

At 2:37 p.m. Commissioner Johnson moved to recess the regular meeting, and convene the Board of 

Equalization, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Assessor Amy Garren-Clark then reviewed a list of recommended adjustments resulting from combining 

our current appraisal program to our new appraisal system.  She noted they are minor changes as result of 

combining the systems.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the changes as 

recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

The regular meeting then resumed. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 


